
Youth Survey Youth
FCCF’s Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) surveyed 
all 7th, 9th and 11th graders in six area school dis-
tricts. This survey identi! es both the problem areas 
and the positive aspects of the communities. The 
results of the surveys help the YAC know where and 
how to best direct its youth-focused grants for both 
pro-active projects and in evaluating applications 
submitted to the Foundation. 

The survey results are announced to the community at 
each school and at a community meeting. Because the 
results are a current snap-shot of perceptions and at-
titudes at each school/community, school administra-
tors use the information to review and evaluate where 
they may want to focus their efforts and to see where 
they have made progress.  

Top Five Problems Identi! ed–
Alcohol/drug abuse 
 Peer pressure 
 Drunk driving 
 Getting a job 
 Harassment

Top Five Positive Aspects of 
the Communities–  
 Good friends 
 Sports facilities
 School activities 
 Strong families 
People helping each other 
    and a feeling of safety

M a k i n g  A D i f f e r e n c e

New FCCF Staff Member Goes to Washington
On March 4, I headed out of Bishop Airport to Washington, DC to join the Council of Michigan Foundations 
(CMF) delegation for the 30th Annual Foundations on the Hill.  There were 36 members in the Michigan 
delegation (the largest group from any state) and over 300 people from foundations across the country. The 
purpose of this two-day event was to speak to Congresswomen, Congressmen and Senators about topics 
important to philanthropy across the country.

I had the opportunity to be part of meetings with Rep. Candice Miller, Rep. Bart Stupak, Rep. Dave Camp, 
Rep. Dale Kildee, and Senator Carl Levin. Senator Levin spent a great deal of time discussing the issues with 

our group and encouraging our participation. The Michigan delegation 
met face-to-face with almost all their representatives. It was a very 
tiring but exciting two days.  

Sue Gainer joined FCCF last July. She balances the books, tracks and 
reports on fund accounts among many other things. She comes to us 
with an extensive background in bookkeeping and business experience. 
Welcome Sue"

Almont, Armada, Capac, Dryden, Imlay 
City & Romeo YAC members conducted 
surveys at their respective schools.
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Gary Richards   
Superintendent of Imlay City 
School District; responsible 
for developing  educational 
programs and services. “Very 
few things are more important 
to America’s future than the 
quality of education for our 
young people.”

Jennifer Parker-Moore
Jennifer is the District 
Instructional Technology & 
Media Specialist at North 
Branch Area Schools. She 
lives in Capac with her 
husband Dale, principal at 
Marlette High School, and her 
three children.  
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Nancy Parmenter 
Nancy is a member of the 
Vil lage of Armada Downtown 
Development Authority. She 
previously served three terms 
as Armada Vil lage President. 
She is a master gardener 
and environmentalist, and 
grandmother of four. 
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2008 Board Of! cers
We asked the new of! cers, “What is it that you like about serving on the FCCF Board?” 
Read their replies below.    ~   Four County Community Foundation would like to thank 
all of our volunteer Trustees for their work, dedication and the time that they so willingly 
give to our communities.  

Joe Salas, Chairperson
“I do it for the money. To date 
I haven’t receive a check, 
but I’m sure it is in the mail. 
The other reason is that I 
enjoy helping people and the 
Foundation does a great job in 
that area.” 

Kim Jorgensen, Secretary
I feel very honored and proud 
to be a part of a Board that 
does so much good for their 
communities. Also, I am very 
fortunate to work with our 
Youth Advisory Committee 
(YAC) and watch them grow 
as giving adults.

Al Verlinde, Treasurer
“What I like is the ability to 
work with other people who 
take the job of being stewards 
of other peoples’ wishes very 
seriously. Generous people 
have given us the responsibil-
ity of bettering our communi-
ties through their giving.” 

Barb Quain, Vice-Chair
“It is both a pleasure and re-
warding to serve on the Four 
County Community Founda-
tion Board. I enjoy being a 
part of gifting to schools, 
organizations, and college 
students.”
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Announcing Our
“News & Updates”

Webpage 
at www.4ccf.org

The News & Updates page 
will provide dates for upcoming

 events, notices, useful links, 
and other Foundation news. 

Check now for 
the latest information.

a

Watch for the 
Four County

 Community Foundation 
Annual Gathering 

announcement soon at
www.4ccf.org

News & Updates 


